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Hermosa Beach Police Department
UFC Violation Report
103.4.4 UFC / 2501.16.3 UFC / 15.20.010 HBMC
Maintaining Haz Condition / Overcrowding
DR 04-964 AR 460

DETAILS

At approximately 0030 hours on 3/20/04, Officer Sellan and I were escorting Fire Chief
Gomez on foot in the downtown area for the purpose of conducting bar inspections and
safety checks. At approximately 0040 hours, we inspected Sangria and found the
eastside of the business to be overcrowded with too many subjects crowding the dance
floor and isles. Fire Chief Gomez advised Sangria personnel regarding the problem and
Sangria personnel advised us that they would rectify the issue. After several checks of
surrounding bars, Chief Gomez suggested a second check of Sangria to ensure the
problems in the east room were corrected.

At approximately 0100 hours, we conducted a second check of Sangria. After
conducting the second check, Chief Gomez, Officer Sellan, and I, agreed that the
problems in the east room appeared to be compounding. After evaluating the east room
for the second time, we agreed that an overcrowding / safety issue in the east room of
Sangria (68 Pier) existed. Chief Gomez requested his department to respond to Sangria
for an occupancy load check. Fire responded within approximately 10 minutes and
conducted the appropriate check (see fire supplemental for details).

After the inspection, Fire Chief Gomez recommended Sangria be issued an overcrowding
/ hazardous condition citation for the east half of the business. Michael Santomieri, who
stated he was a partial owner of Sangria, volunteered to accept the citation.

See Citation # H350071

NOTE: Sangria personnel were cooperative with Fire and Police personnel.

Patrol Division
Officer Saylor #164



