
           April 11, 2007 
  
Honorable Chairman and Members of the               Regular Meeting of 
Public Works Commission April 18, 2007 
 

REQUESTED VACATION OF A PORTION OF 
PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY ON PALM DRIVE 

 
Recommendation: 
 
It is recommended that the Public Works Commission consider a petition to vacate a portion 
of the public right-of-way on Palm Drive between 19th and 21st Streets. 
 
Summary: 
 
Staff received a petition from the residents of Palm Drive between 19th and 21st Streets 
requesting that the City vacate 10 feet of the public right-of-way on both the east and west sides 
of this section of Palm Drive, reducing the right-of-way width from 40 feet to 20 feet and making 
this right-of-way width the same as the rest of Palm Drive throughout the City. 
 
This portion of Palm Drive is paved out to the 20-foot width and there have been no publicly 
constructed improvements beyond these dimensions with the exception of the four properties 
(out of a total of 32) that have undergone remodel or new development.  These properties were 
required to construct improvements in accordance with the Municipal Code requirement of a 40-
foot right-of-way, including a 17-foot setback from edge of road to garage face. 
 
The submitted petition presents several arguments in support of the vacation and appears to 
contain signatures from 14 of a total 32 properties.  The petition seems to favor the option of 
relinquishment of the east side only, in lieu of both sides, partly because that is where they found 
the majority of support (8 of the 14 properties).   
 
In order to vacate these portions of the public right-of-way, staff must make a finding that they 
are of no public value at this time and at any future time.  While staff understands that the rest of 
Palm Drive within the City is a 20-foot alley, and this portion is an anomaly in that it is a 40-foot 
wide street, staff also notes that there is an increasing number of lot subdivisions taking place 
with properties now fronting on Palm Drive. There are similar anomalies on other streets.   Alleys 
are typically reserved for property backyards and garages where there is a minimum of 
pedestrian traffic.  Staff is also concerned about those properties that have been improved to the 
existing standards and then reversing these standards for future development.  We understand 
that two of the four properties signed the petition in support of the vacation, but what about the 
other two?  Staff would also be concerned about trying to make a finding of no public value for 
the east side only.    
 
Based upon past efforts of the City to vacate excess rights-of-way, such as for Monterey 
Boulevard as well as walk streets adjacent to the Strand, there has been a lack of support from 
the affected residents partly due to the potential increase in property taxes that would occur with 
the increase in developable area.  Staff would have liked to see a stronger petition and is 
concerned that opposition to this request could occur and the reasons for vacation could be 
difficult to defend.   The public benefits of the wider right-of-way include potential for increased 
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street parking and sidewalks, as well as improved access to garages.  Staff receives numerous 
complaints from residents on other reaches of Palm due to difficulty entering their garages when 
cars are parked on the opposite side. 
 
If the Public Works Commission determines to support the requested vacation, staff would then 
present the issue to the Planning Commission to determine if it is in accordance with the 
Circulation Element of the General Plan.  The Planning Commission would also consider the 
designation of street versus alley and the associated building setback requirements.   If they 
determine that this is in compliance with General Plan, the item would then go to Council and a   
noticed public hearing would be held to make the final determination. 
 
 
Attachments:   
 

1. Area Map 
2. Petition 
3. Related Correspondence  

 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,     

 

 
 
 
 
      
Richard D. Morgan, P.E. 
Director of Public Works/City Engineer  
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City of Hermosa Beach 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 
 

AT THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE PUBLIC WORKS 
COMMISSION ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18, 2007 AT 7:00 P.M., THE PUBLIC 

WORKS COMMISSION WILL BE CONSIDERING THE FOLLOWING ISSUE THAT 
WILL AFFECT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD. 

  
REQUEST FOR VACATION OF A PORTION OF  

PALM DRIVE BETWEEN 19TH AND 21ST STREETS 
 
The Public Works Commission will hear public comments regarding a request for 
vacation of ten feet on the east side and ten feet on the west side of Palm Drive 
between 19th and 21st Streets. 
 
This Public Meeting will be held at 7:00 PM, or as soon thereafter as the matter may 
be heard in the City Council Chambers, City Hall, 1315 Valley Drive, Hermosa 
Beach, CA  90254. 
 
ALL PERSONS interested are invited to participate and speak at this hearing at the 
above time and place.  All written testimony by any interested party will be accepted 
prior to or at the scheduled time on the agenda for the matter. 
 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION contact Richard Morgan, Director of Public 
Works/City Engineer at (310) 318-0211 (or email rmorgan@hermosabch.org).  
 
 
 
 
 
Richard D. Morgan, P.E. 
Director of Public Works/City Engineer 
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